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Let it snow!
A WISHFUL CHRISTMAS

Wishful Singing presents a Christmas program- 
me ranging from sumptuous Gregorian chants 
to contemporary hits, showcasing a variety of 
seasonal entertainment that has resounded in 
the intervening centuries. 

Bach and Britten cosily rub shoulders with Bing 
Crosby, and now and then the audience is invited 
to sing along, to get into the Christmas spirit!

The ensemble has a broad repertoire – 
ranging from Renaissance works (Palestrina) 
and Baroque (Scarlatti) to close harmony and 
contemporary repertoire by composers such 
as Steve Reich and Kate Moore. For several 
years it has also been a fervent champion of 
Gregorian chant.

Wishful Singing has enjoyed widespread press 
and television coverage since the launching  
of its In Mysterium CD featuring Gregorian 
chant, which topped the classical charts for a 
long period. 

The vocal quintet has won various national and 
international awards and performs at major 

venues in the Netherlands, such as the Concert- 
gebouw in Amsterdam. Concert tours have 
taken the singers to venues and festivals all over 
the world. They have performed in many coun-
tries, including Japan, China, the United States, 
Germany, Estonia, Spain and Italy.

Wishful Singing enjoys sharing its expertise and 
love of music with others. The ensemble has 
been invited to give lectures and workshops at 
major international symposiums, including  
the World Symposium on Choral Music and  
the International Kodály Seminar in Hungary.  
The singers also regularly hold workshops  
for choirs and ensembles in countries such as 
Japan, Spain and Germany. 

Wishful Singing is a top-ranking international a cappella 
ensemble comprising five young female singers from the 
Netherlands. With their refreshing style, compelling stage 
presentation and abundance of musical talent, Wishful  
Singing’s members prove beyond dispute that five women 
are capable of achieving as broad a sound spectrum as 
five men. They are also renowned for conceiving distinctive  
programmes, always with ‘that extra something’. 

Wishful Singing 
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Angels & 
Demons
FROM SINGING ANGELS TO HEAVY METAL

Radiant angels’ song, impetuous organ impro- 
visations, ethereal contemporary harmonies 
and even heavy metal on the organ: heaven 
and hell come to life in Angels & Demons. 

Wishful Singing performs Hildegard, In Para- 
disum by Fauré, music by Leonard Cohen  
and Rammstein. The diverse compositions  
are connected by organ improvisations per- 
formed by Hayo Boerema, prizewinner of  
various improvisation and organ competitions. 
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What about 
Mary?
AN ODE TO THE MOST
MULTIFACETED WOMAN IN HISTORY 

In its new programme ‘What about Mary?’ 
Wishful Singing pays tribute to the most multi- 
faceted woman ever to exist: Mary. 
In a compelling performance, the five singers 
reveal Mary to be a crucial source of inspiration 
for their music and their approach to life.

In its performance, Wishful Singing presents 
Maria as a multitasking woman, who keeps 
many balls in the air and wants to be all Marys 
at once. In works by composers including 
Palestrina, Reger, Rodgers & Hammerstein and 
Lennon & McCartney, a diverse assortment  
of Marys takes centre stage, ranging from  
mother to majesty, Mary Poppins to Bloody 
Mary and Lady Madonna to Maria Callas.  
This creates the necessary friction on stage.
For who is Mary really?

‘ At last a truly feminine programme; dignified, 
witty, vulnerable, soft and strong, musical, 
seductive.’ 

‘ The five female vocalists of  
Wishful Singing enthralled the 
audience with their equally 
homogenous yet multifaceted 
sound, their broad stylistic range 
and an infectious charisma.’ 
NDR Kultur

‘ The Dutch quintet Wishful 
Singing has already become 
the top all-female a cappella 
ensemble.’ 
Fono Forum



Wishful Singing is supported by 
the Performing Arts Fund NL and 
the Wishful Fifty donors.

For bookings:
Rosalie Sloof – manager
+31 (0)6 1011 9316
management@wishfulsinging.nl
www.wishfulsinging.com

Stairway 
to Heaven
A MODERN-DAY EVOCATION OF
THE LATE MIDDLE AGES

In recent years the five singers of Wishful 
Singing have fallen under the spell of Grego-
rian chant’s timeless beauty. The quintet has 
a special affinity with this compelling music, 
which never ceases to astonish in all its infinite 
variation. 

Stairway to Heaven forms an atmospheric live 
programme featuring a wealth of Gregorian 
chant. The chants combine to create a fictitious 
mass in all its glory; a modern-day evocation of 
the late Middle Ages. 
Wishful Singing also offers peripheral program-
mes in conjunction with this concert programme, 
in the form of an interactive lecture or a work-
shop on Gregorian chant at various levels.

(Don’t) Hold 
Your Breath
YOGA CONCERT
(BUT THE CHAIRS REMAIN IN PLACE!)

Are you short of breath? Light-headed? Help is 
at hand; just let Wishful Singing surprise you 
with the power of yoga. 

Listen to five ultra-relaxed singers and to your 
own body at the same time, and experience 
what music can do. A qualified yoga teacher 
will guide the audience from warming-up 
through to relaxation, during a performance of 
delightful music ranging from Bingen to 
Brahms and the Beach Boys, from Gregorian 
chant to Gilbert & Sullivan. No headstands or 
cobra, just accessible yoga exercises performed 
in your seat in the hall; you can leave your mat 
at home. After this vocal immersion your heart 
and mind will be revitalised.
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‘ Wishful Singing radiates spontaneity and youthful zest. They have  
a beautiful colour to their well-blended voices and display a high  
level of discipline in their performances. Wishful Singing engages 
the audience with charm and a love for the music that they sing.’ 
Mariss Jansons, former chief conductor Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra




